Yorkshire Classic MCC
Norman Pickles Trophy Trial – Lord Lane, Haworth
New Year’s Day Trial 2019
Report by Steve Rayner Photos by Barry Pickard
Thomas Top in Trophy Tie Break.
The annual New Year’s Day Trial for the Norman Pickles Memorial Trophy again took place on the steep slopes at Lord Lane, Haworth in the heart of Bronte country. The sun shone low over the north facing hillside into the eyes of the 35 rider’s, making life difficult on the first 4 sections. 
Four riders finished the 4 laps of 10 sections without loss on machines not classed as specials. Being the oldest rider Steve Thomas (Bantam) took the Norman Pickles Trophy on the club rule that ties are decided in favour of the oldest rider. John Maxfield and Steve Gossop on their Bantams together with Dave Wilkinson on his Cub also finished clean. In addition, Ian Myers on his specials class Cub joined the elite on zero.
Cambers
The cambers at section two were the first to cause trouble. The downhill approach to a right turn was followed by a shift up a deteriorating grass camber before returning to the path. This was followed by the familiar 360 degree loop to the exit with Phil Holey being the first to test his Ariel timing case against the adjacent rock. Keith Normington joined the 5 clean riders to stay penalty free here. Section 3 was close to 50 yds long and the variety of rocks, climbs and drops made it the most interesting section of the day without the need to inflict huge losses on the riders. 
Section four was the biggest mark taker of the day. Another slippery downhill to a right turn back up the bank to flick through a rock cleft proved tricky and the left plateau turn to another drop onto a slippery downhill path to the finish punished all but the top 5 and John Holdsworth on his BSA C15.
The remaining sections were on the easier side and even the big hill climb at section 10 with a cacophony of 2 and 4 stroke 60s machinery echoing off the adjacent hillside did not trouble the scorer unduly.
The observers were treated to the winter sun and thanks go to John Feather and John Holdsworth for setting an excellent route of 10 sections that were ridden four times.
Results
Winner of the Norman Pickles Trophy - Steve Thomas (Bantam) 0
Class A- Pre-Unit Springers
Pete Baldwin (Ariel) 13, Phil Holey (Ariel) 24.
Class B – Pre-Unit Rigid
John Feather (R-Enfield) 12
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Dave Wilkinson (Cub) 20, Andy Littler (Cub) 9, Malcolm Bell (Cub) 11.
Class E – Units over 246cc
John Holdsworth (C15) 8, Martin Conboy (C15) 29.
Class F- 2strokes
Steve Thomas (Bantam) 0, John Maxfield (Bantam) 0, Steve Gossop (Bantam) 0.
Class G-Twins
M. Robinson (Triumph) 26, S. Wigglesworth (Triumph) 48
Class H- Vintage two Strokes
Neal Anderton (James) 28
Class S (Specials)
Ian Myers (Cub) 0, Dave Ingram (Cub) 2, Ian Roper (Cub) 6. 

